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Foreword

TechnicalEducation,Vocationaland Entrepreneurship
Training (TEVET) is critical to the provision of skills
for improved productivity through industrialisation
and value addition. It facilitates productivity through
empowering of the population with the skills needed
for personal progression and national development.
The Government of the Republic of Zambia through
this Policy will provide guidance in the development
and management of the technical education,
vocational and entrepreneurship training. It will also
inspire citizens to be innovative, entrepreneurial and
technologically proficient.

The 1996 Policy has been revised in recognition of

the fact that for the country to attain the Vision 2030,
it needs highly skilled and competent citizens. In this
regard, the Policy Expresses Government's desire
to enhance skills development at all levels starting
from trade test certificate to post graduate with
focus on women, youths and marginalised groups. In
a highly competitive world for scarce competencies
and in particular, in a rapidly expanding knowledge
economy, there is need to have an elaborate policy
and objectives regarding training, financing and
curricula among other critical variables. Sustainable
development in any nation can only be premised
on a constant supply of adequate and appropriate
skills, knowledge and attitudes which can be used
to harness other resources such as land, minerals,
forests.

The sustainable socio-economic development of the
country can only be realized if sufficient investment
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is made in the youth, who constitute the majority of
the Country’s population and labour force. It is for
this reason that the Government of the Republic of
Zambia has placed priority on skills development
among the youth. Education and skills development,
therefore, plays a critical role in socio- economic
development as it provides opportunities for
growth, poverty reduction, productivity and human
development. In the implementation of the Policy,
the Government through my Ministry will facilitate,
rationalise, and harmonise the coordination and
management of all skills training.

It is my desire that this Implementation Plan
will strengthen training, and in particular, skills

development provision in the country. The success
of the Policy will depend on all stakeholders playing
their role in creating a vibrant and robust TEVET
system. | therefore, wish to implore all stakeholders
to effectively play their part in the implementation
of the Policy so as to realise its objectives.

Hon. Dr. Eng Brian Mushimba, MP.
MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION
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INTRODUCTION

Governmentrecognisesthe need foraskilled labour force through the technical, vocationaland entrepreneurship
training for national development. Prior to 1996, the country relied on the 1969 Statement of Policy and Intent,
which was developed to satisfy the prevailing requirements of commerce and industry. This was meant to
ensure a steady output of Zambian youths who were technically oriented and trained in initiative, creativity
and productive hard work.

The 1996 Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship Training (TEVET) Policy, was broader than the
1969 Statement of Policy and Intent, since the latter focused mainly on skills provision for the formal sector.
The 1996 Policy, on the other hand, incorporated entrepreneurship development and encompassed all types of
technical education and vocation training like nursing, agriculture, community development and engineering.
In addition, it covered training conducted at all levels in both the formal and informal sectors. This National
TEVET Policy was developed to address the challenge of a shrinking formal sector that was unable to generate
employment opportunities. The Policy also sought to address the lack of financial and institutional structures
to support self-employment for the growing informal sector.

The evaluation of the TEVET Policy revealed a number of challenges in its implementation since its formulation
and adoption in 1996. The implementation of the Policy was hampered by some significant challenges such
as inconsistencies in the regulatory framework, inadequate quality control systems, inadequate human and
financial resources, inadequate infrastructure, obsolete equipment and uncompetitive conditions of service,
weak linkages with line ministries and other stakeholders. The revised Policy has, therefore, been developed
to respond to these challenges and address the following key issues:

Strengthen Linkages with Industry;

Strengthen coordination with Line Ministries and other TEVET Providers;

Increase access to skills for a growing youth population and other target groups;

Realign the Policy to the 7NDP, Vision 2030 and other government priorities on skills development;
Enhance Entrepreneurship Development to all target groups;

Strengthen the regulatory framework;

Enhance Curriculum Development and Review;

Enhance Assessment processes in TEVET;

Ensure sustainability in financing of the TEVET sector;

j.  Develop adequate infrastructure;

k. Build capacity in human resources focusing on creative, entrepreneurial and innovative skills; and
[.  Mainstream cross-cutting issues such as, gender, HIV and AIDS, Learners with Special Educational Needs
and vulnerable groups in the provision of TEVET.
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